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Assignment 1
Personal Response to Texts.
The texts suggest to me the human need to foster positive, meaningful relationships with others. In this case, the two texts, "To keep one's treasure protected," a poem by Stephen Dobyns, and "In the skin of a lion," a novel by Michael Ondaatje, both talk of the human need to foster meaningful relationships with others. The two texts suggest a need for a human to have a good relationship with others, which helps him get exposure to the new environment, create friendship, and help in problem-solving. Stephen's poem "To keep one's treasure protected" truly suggests the importance of humans having a good relationship with others, suggesting that one does not need to be selfish but generous (paragraph four).
 The narrator goes ahead in paragraph three and asks how a man can survive without a world, meaning every human needs exposure and a good relationship to survive in the world, for they realize they know little after losing who they lock in with. Also, as the poem starts in the third paragraph, the narrator tries to educate about the light that is locked inside and can't be seen in the darkness, meaning people can only see the light through relationships with others. This reflected the meaning of the Poem, protecting the treasure of individuals. In this case he talks of how individuals can’t live without the world and the world can’t live without people, therefore individual treasure need to be protected where every individual is important in the relationship with others.
The novel also suggests the need for human relations with others, narrating Patrick, an immigrant working in one of the states, and lives alone since he can't find someone of his language. He lived a stressful life since he had nobody to share with which. Made people living around the estate investigate him to know where he was living and why he used to stay alone without talking to people. Patrick realized his mistakes in language and related with others after honoring the invitation of a dinner by the people. Therefore as I conclude, meaningful relations help individuals realize their needs and needs through the idea of togetherness.
Assignment 2,
Critical response from the Hamlet
For this critical response, I have chosen to use Hamlet by Shakespeare. Hamlet is a Shakespearean play where various characters balance between acting independently and maintaining meaningful relationships, particularly for security. For instance, Shakespeare presents Hamlet as a young man whose father had just died. His late father appears in his dream and asks him to avenge his death. Even though he isn’t sure of his late father's ghost telling him, the young Hamlet is torn between carrying out the request or not (Kinney, 2013). 
Arguably, he is at war with himself to either commit the mortal sin by killing the king or maintain his relationship with the king and others. Ideally, this balance is what slows his response to avenge the death of his father. Notably, as presented by Shakespeare, Hamlet wished to carry out the request of his late father. Therefore, he felt that he had to do what his father's ghost had asked him to do (Bourus, 2019). Arguably, this is a representation of the self-fight to maintain independence. However, he is unsure whether the ghost is speaking the truth or just trying to lure him into destroying his relations with the people. 
Hamlet thinks that by avoiding to act, or rather by avoiding killing his uncle King Claudius, he is sure to maintain his perfect relationship with the people and consequently avoid eternal damnation. However, it is critical to note that Hamlet enjoyed a fairly positive relationship with him before his father's death. Admittedly, the kind of respect he accords him after his death indicates that their relationship was acceptable. Given this, in an attempt to balance between acting independently and maintaining a meaningful relationship, Hamlet is torn between honoring his late father and respecting the king. 
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